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SUBJECT: SECSTATE VISIT - PRESS CONFERENCE 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF SECRETARY'S AUGUST 10 PRESS CONFERENCE 
IN JERUSALEM AT KING DAVID HOTEL, 1630 HOURS ISRAEL TIME. 

TEXT IS FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE. 

1 THOUGHT I MIGHT TAKE A BRIEF OPENING STATEMENT AND THEN I 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 SECTO 08129 01 OF 04 110525Z 

WILL BE HAPPY TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS WHICH YOU MAY HAVE. 

WE’RE NEARING THE END OF A TRIP WHICH WE EMBARKED UPON ABOUT 
TEN DAYS AGO WHICH HAD AS ITS OBJECTIVE TO HELP THE PARTIES 
MOVE TOWARDS THE EARLY RECONVENING OF A GENEVA CONFERENCE 
WITH SUFFICIENT PREPARATION ON THE SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES TO IM- 
PROVE THE CHANCES OF SUCCESS OF SUCH A MEETING. 
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IN PURSUIT OF THAT GOAL WE HAVE TRAVELED TO SIX COUNTRIES IN 
THE LAST TEN DAYS. AT EACH STOP WE HAVE EXPLAINED THE POSITIONS 
OF THE OTHER PARTIES AND HAVE PRESENTED PROPOSALS WHICH WE 
BELIEVE WOULD NARROW THE PROCEDURAL AND THE SUBSTANTIVE DIF- 
FERENCES. WE SOUGHT THE REACTION OF THE VARIOUS PARTIES TO 
THESE PROPOSALS AND WE HAVE NOW AT THE END OF THIS PHASE 
SOUGHT TO SET FORTH THE BASIS WHICH WE BELIEVE SHOULD BE THE 
FRAMEWORK FOR A GENEVA CONFERENCE. 

ON THE POSITIVE SIDE ALL PARTIES REMAIN UNITED ON THE NEED 
FOR A GENEVA CONFERENCE. ALL PARTIES HAVE DEFINED IN GREATER 
DETAIL THAN THEY EVER HAVE BEFORE THEIR POSITIONS ON THE 
KEY ISSUES. THERE IS A WILLINGNESS ON THE PART OF ALL OF THE 
PARTIES TO EXAMINE THE VIEWS OF THE OTHER PARTIES ON THESE KEY 
ISSUES AND A WILLINGNESS, AT LEAST IN SOME CASES, TO REFLECT 
ON THESE OTHER VIEWS. THESE DEVELOPMENTS SHOULD DEVELOP A 
FIRMER FOUNDATION FOR THE DISCUSSIONS WHICH I HOPE TO HAVE 
WITH RESPECTIVE FOREIGN MINISTERS AT THE TIME OF THE UN GEN- 
ERAL ASSEMBLY WHICH WILL MEET IN NEW YORK IN SEPTEMBER. 

LET ME SAY THAT FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCES REMAIN. THE PARTIES 
REMAIN DIVIDED ON KEY ISSUES WHICH MUST BE RESOLVED IF PRO- 
GRESS IS TO BE MADE TOWARDS A SETTLEMENT. THESE INVOLVE BOTH 
PROCEDURAL AND SUBSTANTIVE QUESTIONS. 

AT THIS POINT IT IS MY HOPE THAT A GENEVA CONFERENCE WILL BE 
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CONVENED BEFORE THE END OF THIS YEAR. IT WILL TAKE GOOD WILL 
AND A JOINT COMMITMENT ON THE PART OF THE PARTIES AS WELL AS 
INTENSIVE DISCUSSIONS TO BRING THIS INTO BEING. FINALLY, 

LET ME SAY THAT IT IS NOT OUR PURPOSE TO IMPOSE TERMS UPON 
THE PARTIES BUT TO ASSIST THEM IN REACHING AGREEMENT AMONG 
THEMSELVES. NOW I D BE VERY HAPPY TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS. 

Q: DID YOU MEAN TO SUGGEST THAT THERE IS ANY MORE EXAMINA- 
TION THE ISRAELIS ARE GIVING TO THE IDEA OF THE PALESTINIAN 
HOMELAND AND/OR ACCEPTANCE OF PLO IN NEGOTIATIONS? 

A: THEY ARE VERY CLEAR AND FIRM ON THEIR POSITION WITH 
RESPECT TO A PALESTINIAN ENTITY. THEY HAVE SAID THAT THEY ARE 
OPPOSED TO A PALESTINIAN ENTITY AND HAVE MADE THIS VERY VERY 
CLEAR TO ME. 

Q: MR. SECRETARY, HAVE YOU SUCCEEDED IN REACHING AN AGREE- 
MENT AMONG THE ARAB STATES AND ISRAEL TO CONDUCT PROXIMITY 
TALKS IN NEW YORK NEXT MONTH AND WILL THIS BE THE ACHIEVE- 
MENT OF THIS TRIP ? 

A: I DON'T WANT TO CHARACTERIZE ANYTHING AS PROXIMITY TALKS. 
LET ME SAY THAT I BELIEVE THAT EACH OF THE LEADERS OF THE COUN- 
TRIES WHICH I HAVE VISITED WILL SEND THEIR FOREIGN MINISTERS 
TO NEW YORK. I WILL MEET WITH EACH OF THOSE FOREIGN MINISTERS 
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WHEN THEY ARE IN NEW YORK. I WILL DISCUSS WITH THEM ISSUES 
WHICH WE HAVE BEEN DISCUSSING AND WHICH I HOPE TO KEEP IN 
TOUCH WITH THEM ABOUT BETWEEN NOW AND THAT TIME. 

Q: A FOLLOW UP, SIR: WILL YOU BE SHUTTLING BETWEEN THE 
ARAB FOREIGN MINISTERS AND THE ISRAELIS EVEN THOUGH YOU MAY 
NOT CHOOSE TO CALL IT PROXIMITY TALKS? 

A: I EXPECT TO GO BETWEEN THE PARTIES INCLUDING BETWEEN THE 
ISRAELIS AND THE ARAB PARTIES. 

Q: THE FOREIGN MINISTER MOSHE DAYAN SAID LAST NIGHT THAT 
ISRAEL MUST NOT PERMIT ANY FOREIGN RULE IN THE WEST BANK 
TERRITORY AND THE GAZA STRIP NOW OCCUPIED BY ISRAEL. HE 
SPECIFICALLY INCLUDED IORDAN AS SUCH A FOREIGN POWER. THIS 
AFTERNOON A SENIOR ADVISOR TO THE PRIME MINISTER. MR. KATZ, 

SAID THAT WE ARE NOT IN FAVOR OF ANY POSSIBLE GOVERNMENTAL 
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CONNECTIONS OF IORDAN WITH THE WEST BANK TERRITORY. WE ARE 
AGAINST IT. AND HE SAID THERE WASN'T MUCH DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
SAYING THAT AND SAYING THAT ISRAEL WOULD NOT LEAVE, WOULD NOT 
GIVE BACK ANY PART OF THE WEST BANK. MAY WE HAVE YOUR REAC- 
TIONS TO THAT? DO YOU THINK THAT IS AT ALL ACCEPTABLE TO THE 
UNITED STATES OR TO ANY ARAB POWER? 

A: WITH RESPECT TO THE QUESTION OF A PALESTINIAN ENTITY, 

I HAVE INDICATED THAT THE ISRAELIS HAVE MADE IT VERY CLEAR 
TO US THAT THEY ARE OPPOSED TO A PALESTINIAN ENTITY. WITH 
RESPECT TO THE WEST BANK, WHETHER OR NOT THE ISRAELIS ARE 
PREPARED TO NEGOTIATE ON THE QUESTION OF THE WEST BANK IS FOR 
THE ISRAELIS TO SPEAK TO, NOT FOR ME. 

Q: MR. SECRETARY, THIS AFTERNOON, MR KATZ ALSO TOLD US THAT 
IF THE PLO, IF THE ARABS INSIST ON THE PLO PRESENCE AT THE 
GENEVA CONFERENCE, THERE WILL BE NO GENEVA CONFERENCE. HOW 
DO YOU EXPECT TO RESOLVE THAT POSITION WITH THE POSITION 
THAT YOU HAVE HEARD FROM THE ARABS SO FAR? 
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A: THE QUESTION OF PALESTINIAN ARAB REPRESENTATION AT THE 
GENEVA CONFERENCE REMAINS ONE OF THE UNRESOLVED ISSUES. THIS 
IS AN ISSUE WHICH WILL CONTINUE TO BE DISCUSSED WITH THE 
VARIOUS PARTIES AND I CANNOT PREDICT AT THIS POINT HOW THAT 
MATTER WILL BE RESOLVED. 

Q: WOULD YOU SAY THAT THERE IS NO SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS DURING 
THE PAST TEN DAYS TOWARDS THE BASIS AND FOUNDATION FOR THE 
GENEVA CONFERENCE? DO THE GAPS REMAIN AS WIDE AS EVER? 

A: THERE ARE WIDE GAPS. LET ME BE VERY CLEAR ON THAT. I 
THINK WE HAVE MADE SOME PROGRESS IN CERTAIN AREAS. I IN- 
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DICATED TO YOU THE OTHER DAY WHERE I THOUGHT THOSE NARROWINGS 
OF THE GAP WERE. THEY REMAIN AS I INDICATED THE LAST TIME 
THAT WE SPOKE. 

Q: MR. SECRETARY. THE PRESIDENT HAS SAID THE UNITED STATES 
WILL OPEN DISCUSSIONS WITH THE PALESTINIANS IF THEY RECOGNIZE 
RESOLUTION 242. IF THE PLO IN FACT DOES THAT. MIGHT YOU 
CONDUCT SUCH DISCUSSIONS IN NEW YROK DURING THE ROUND OF DIS- 
CUSSIONS WITH FOREIGN MINISTERS? 

A: THE PRESIDENT HAS INDICATED THAT, IF THE PALESTINIANS 
ACCEPT CLEARLY 242 (AND, JUST TO MAKE IT CLEAR. THAT INCLUDES 
SPECIFICALLY THAT PROVISION OF 242 THAT RELATES TO THE RIGHT 
OF ISRAEL TO EXIST) THAT WE WILL TALK TO THE PALESTINIANS. 

Q: MR. SECRETARY, YOU SAID THAT YOU HAD BEEN ABLE TO NARROW 
THE GAP ON THE QUESTION OF THE NATURE OF A MAJOR PEACE RESULT- 
ING FROM A PEACE SETTLEMENT. DID YOU NARROW THE GAP ON 
ANY OTHER CORE QUESTIONS WHILE YOU WERE HERE IN ISRAEL? 
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A: WOULD YOU REPEAT THE FIRST PART OF YOUR QUESTION? I'M 
SORRY. 

Q: ...YOU HAD BEEN ABLE TO NARROW THE GAP BETWEEN THE PAR- 
TIES ON THE QUESTION OF THE NATURE OF PEACE. WERE YOU ABLE TO 
NARROW THE GAP IN ISRAEL ON THE OTHER CORE QUESTIONS? OR ON 
ANY QUESTIONS? 

A: IN THE DISCUSSIONS HERE IN ISRAEL WE DID NOT NARROW THE 
GAP ANY FURTHER THAN AT THE TIME THAT I LEFT TAIF. 

Q: MR. VANCE, INASMUCH AS THE CO-CHAIRMAN OF THE GENEVA 
CONFERENCE WILL BE REPRESENTED IN NEW YORK WHILE YOU HOLD THOSE 
DISCUSSIONS WITH THE VARIOUS FOREIGN MINISTERS. COULD YOU TELL 
US HOW YOU MIGHT HELP THE SOVIET UNION KEEP UP WITH THE MOM- 
ENTUM THAT YOU HAVE BEEN FOSTERING IN THIS PROCESS? 

A: I EXPECT TO MEET WITH THE AMBASSADOR FROM THE SOVIET 
UNION WHEN I RETURN TO WASHINGTON NEXT WEEK, I HAVE ASKED HIM 
TO MEET WITH ME. HE HAS INDICATED THAT HE (#) 

. I WILL 
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GIVE HIM A GENERAL FILL-IN WITH RESPECT TO WHAT HAS HAPPENED 
ON MY TRIP TO THE MIDDLE EAST AND WE WILL TALK ABOUT HOW WE 
AS CO-CHAIRMEN SHOULD PROCEED FROM HERE TO CONTINUE THE 
PROCESS OF PREPARING OURSELVES FOR A GENEVA CONFERENCE. 

Q: MR. SECRETARY. IF THE PALESTINIANS WILL NOT RECOGNIZE 
RESOLUTION 242, WILL YOU TAKE THE INITIATIVE TO CHANGE THIS 
RESOLUTION? 

A: NO. 

Q: AT THE TIME OF THE LIKUD PARTY ELECTION BACK IN MAY THE 
QUESTION WAS PUT TO THE ADMINISTRATION WHETHER THEY THOUGHT 
IT WOULD BE A SETBACK FOR THEIR PLANS FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST. THE ATTITUDE THEN WAS "LET'S WAIT AND SEE." NOW GIVEN 
THE LACK OF PROGRESS AT MEETINGS HERE IN THE LAST TWO DAYS, 

I WONDER IF YOU WOULD AGREE WITH THAT ASSESSMENT THAT SOME 
PEOPLE HAD MADE IN MAY THAT PEACE WOULD BE MORE DIFFICULT TO 
ACHIEVE BECAUSE OF THE ELECTION OF THE BEGIN GOVERNMENT? 

A: I DON'T WANT TO MAKE ANY CHARACTERIZATIONS OF THE POLITICAL 
SITUATION IN ANY COUNTRY. LET ME SAY THAT WE AS AN INTERMED- 
IARY WILL CONTINUE TO WORK BETWEEN THE PARTIES. WE HAVE RE- 
CEIVED COOPERATION IN OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH ALL OF THE PARTIES. 

I DO FEEL THE CONVERSATIONS THAT WE HAVE HAD HAVE BEEN USEFUL 
AND WILL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW OUT THAT PROCESS. 

Q: MR. SECRETARY, BEFORE YOU SET OFF ON THIS TRIP, YOU WERE 
ASKED THE QUESTION ABOUT THE SOVREIGNTY OF THE WEST BANK AREA. 
AT THAT TIME YOU SAID YOU DID NOT HAVE AN ANSWER TO THIS 
QUESTION. IN THE LIGHT OF YOUR TRIP, DO YOU NOW HAVE AN ANS- 
WER? 

A: YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE TO MAKE YOUR QUESTION MORE CLEAR. 

Q: BEFORE YOU LEFT.... 

A: BEFORE I LEFT WHERE? 

Q: BEFORE YOU LEFT FOR THIS TRIP, BEFORE YOU LEFT WASHING- 
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TON, YOU WERE ASKED AS TO WHO HAS SOVREIGNTY OVER THE WEST 
BANK AND AT THAT TIME, IF I AM NOT MISQUOTING YOU, YOU SAID 
THAT THIS WAS A DIFFICULT QUESTION TO WHICH YOU DID NOT HAVE 
AN ANSWER.... 

A: I HAVE NOTHING FURTHER TO ADD AT THIS TIME. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 SECTO 08129 02 OF 04 110545Z 

Q: MR. SECRETARY. YOU WERE TOLD THAT THE PLO WAS OUT TO 
MAKE SOME SORT OF A CHANGE IN ITS PUBLIC POSITION. ARE YOU 
SATISFIED THAT THEY HAVE MADE THAT CHANGE BECAUSE THEY HAVE 
ANNOUNCED SEVERAL THINGS OR DO YOU EXPECT THEM TO SAY SOME- 
THING FURTHER BASED ON WHAT YOU HEARD IN SAUDI ARABIA? 

NOTE BY OC/T: (#) OMISSION. CORRECTION TO FOLLOW. 
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STATE FOR NEA AND PA FOR TRATTNER 

NSC FOR BRZEZINSKI AND WHITE HOUSE FOR POWELL 

A: I HAVE SEEN NO CHANGE SO FAR THAT INDICATES THAT THEY 
ACCEPT 242. 

Q: MR. SECRETARY, DO YOU EXPECT ANY FURTHER ANNOUNCEMENT FROM 
THEM BASED ON WHAT YOU HEARD IN SAUDI ARABIA? 

A: WE SHALL BE WATCHING AND WAITING. 

Q: MR. SECRETARY, THE QUESTION IS ON THE PLO QUESTIONS, 

THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT SEEMS TO BE READY TO TALK TO THE PLO 
IF THEY WILL ACCEPT 242. WE HAVE HEARD RATHER IMPASSIONATELY 
FROM MR. BEGIN BOTH HERE AND IN WASHINGTON THAT SIMPLY ACCEPT- 
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ING THE PLO ON THE BASIS OF SOME WORDS IS THE EQUIVALENT OF 
THE WORLD NOT TAKING "MEIN KAMPF" SERIOUSLY IN THE 1930'S. 

DOES THE UNITED STATES FEEL THAT THE PLO IS A DIFFERENT BODY 
THAN MR. BEGIN DOES OR DOES IT SIMPLY FEEL THAT FOR THE SAKE 
OF NEGOTIATIONS IT'S WORTHWHILE TO DEAL WITH THE PLO IF IT 
TAKES THE RIGHT NEGOTIATING STEP? 

A: WITH RESPECT TO MR. BEGIN S CHARACTERIZATION OF THE PLO, 

I DON’T CHOOSE TO COMMENT ON THAT ONE WAY OR ANOTHER; I DON G 
THINK IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR ME TO DO SO. LET ME SAY 
THAT WE HAVE FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS SAID THAT WE WOULD NOT 
TALK TO THE PLO UNTIL THEY CHANGE THEIR POSITION TO RECOGNIZE 
THE RIGHT OF ISRAEL TO EXIST. THE IMPLICATION OF THAT WAS 
AND REMAINS: IF THEY CHANGE THAT POSITION AND RECOGNIZE THE 
RIGHT OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL TO EXIST, WE WOULD TALK TO 
THEM. 

Q: YOU SPOKE ABOUT NARROWING THE GAP. CAN YOU GIVE ONE CON- 
CRETE DETAIL WHERE THE GAP HAS BEEN NARROWED? 

A: YES. I THINK THAT IN THE QUESTION OF THE NATURE OF 
PEACE, THE GAP HAS BEEN NARROWED. 

Q: MR. SECRETARY YOU ARE NEAR THE END OF YOUR SECOND TRIP TO 
THE AREA NOW AND YOU STILL REPORT THAT WIDE GAPS REMAIN BE- 
TWEEN THE POSITIONS ON BOTH SIDES. WHAT IS IT THAT YOU THINK 
IS GOING TO HAPPEN BETWEEN NOW AND YOUR MEETINGS WITH THE 
FOREIGN MINISTERS IN SEPTEMBER AND EVEN AT THOSE MEETINGS 
THAT'S GOING TO MAKE A GENEVA PEACE CONFERENCE POSSIBLE THIS 
YEAR? 

A: AS I HAVE PROCEEDED THROUGH THESE DISCUSSIONS DURING THIS 
LAST TRIP, WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO GET INTO MORE DETAIL, MUCH 
MORE DETAIL ON THE SUBSTANCE OF THE VARIOUS ISSUES AND THE 
POSITION THEREFORE OF THE PARTIES ON THESE ISSUES. IN DOING 
THAT WE HAVE FOUND THAT IN SOME CASES WHAT APPEARED TO BE 
IRRECONCILIABLE DIFFERENCES HAVE DISAPPEARED. MY HOPE IS THAT 
WE CAN CONTINUE TO DEAL MORE IN PEACE TREATIES AMONG THE PAR 
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TIES, THAT WE WILL FIND IT POSSIBLE TO FURTHER NARROW THESE 
DIFFERENCES AND ISOLATE THOSE REMAINING KEY ISSUES WHERE IT 
IS IMPOSSIBLE TO CLOSE THE GAP AND THEN WE WILL HAVE TO DECIDE 
WHETHER ON THAT BASIS IT IS APPROPRIATE THEN TO PROCEED ON 
TO GENEVA-BUT THAT IS UP TO THE PARTIES. 

Q: WHERE WERE YOU ABLE TO NARROW THE GAP ON THE NATURE OF 
PEACE? WHAT WERE YOU ABLE TO BRING THE ISRAELIS FROM THE 
ARAB SIDE WHICH SUGGESTED THAT.... 

A: I'M NOT GOING TO GET INTO DETAILS ON THIS. AS I'VE 
INDICATED, I'M GOING TO STAY AWAY FROM THE DETAILS ON THIS. 

LET ME SAY THAT I HAVE FOUND MORE FLEXIBILITY ON THE QUESTION 
OF THE NATURE OF PEACE ON THE ARAB SIDE THAN I HAD SEEN BEFORE. 
THAT'S ALL I THINK I OUGHT TO SAY. 

Q: IS THAT TRUE OF ALL THE ARAB GOVERNMENTS THAT YOU SPOKE 
WITH OR JUST SOME OF THEM? 

A: SOME OF THEM. 

Q: DO YOU THINK YOU'VE MADE ANY PROGRESS IN PURSUADING MR. 

BEGIN THAT BASICALLY THE ARABS DO WANT TO MAKE PEACE AND NOT 
JUST ESTABLISH A BETTER POSITION FOR A FURTHER WAR? 

A: I THINK HE WAS VERY INTERESTED IN THE CONCLUSION WHICH I 
EXPRESSED TO HIM THAT IT IS MY BELIEF THAT THE ARABS REALLY 
DO WANT TO MAKE PEACE AND I BELIEVE THAT MR. BEGIN WANTS TO 
MAKE PEACE AS WELL. THE PROBLEM HOWEVER IS ACCEPTING THE GOOD- 
WILL ON THE PART OF ALL THE PARTIES WANTING TO GET TO A PEACEFUL 
SOLUTION. HOW DO YOU OVERCOME THE PROBLEMS THAT REMAIN— THAT'S 
A TOUGH PROBLEM THAT'S GOING TO TAKE TIME. 

Q: DO YOU THINK YOU MADE PROGRESS IN PURSUADING THEM TO 
LISTEN TO THAT GOODWILL ON THE ARAB SIDE? 

A: I HOPE SO AND I BELIEVE THAT I MAY HAVE. 

Q: ONE OF THE (INAUDIBLE) IN THE MIDDLE EAST IS THAT IT IS 
UP TO THE PARTIES THEMSELVES TO RESOLVE THIS PROBLEM LEFT TO 
THEIR OWN DEVICES. THEY'VE HAD FOUR WARS SO FAR. IF THE 
UNITED STATES CLEARLY HAS INTERESTS IN THIS AREA, AT WHAT POINT 
MIGHT THE UNITED STATES BE PREPARED TO ACT SOLELY IN ITS OWN 
INTERESTS? 

A: I DON'T WANT TO SPECULATE WITH RESPECT TO THE FUTURE. I 
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HAVE SAID TO YOU AND I REPEAT AGAIN THAT WE ARE NOW MAKING 
SUGGESTIONS OF OUR OWN VIEWS IN RESPECT TO EACH OF THE PAR- 
TIES AND SOLICITING THEIR REACTION TO THOSE SUGGESTIONS WHICH 
WE ARE MAKING SOME OF THOSE SUGGESTIONS HAVE MET WITH FAVOR, 
OTHERS HAVE, AS YOU MIGHT EXPECT, BEEN TURNED DOWN AND WE WILL 
CONTINUE TO MAKE SUGGESTIONS OF OUR OWN. THAT'S AS FAR AS I 
WANT TO GO AT THIS POINT. 

Q: MR. SECRETARY. IN THE ARAB WORLD WE WERE TOLD BY SOME OF 
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THE LEADERS THERE THAT THEY FEEL IT IS ONLY WORTHWHILE TO GO TO 
A GENEVA CONFERENCE IF IN ADVANCE THEY CAN HAVE SOME ASSUR- 
ANCE THAT THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES UNDERLYING A SETTLEMENT, A 
COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT, ARE WITHIN THE RANGE OF POSSIBILITY 
AT SUCH A CONFERENCE. DO YOU AGREE WITH THAT POINT OF VIEW? 

DO YOU THINK IT'S ONE THAT IS VALID AND DO YOU FEEL THAT 
SUCH A STATEMENT OF GENERAL PRINCIPLES IN ADVANCE OF GENEVA 
IS A POSSIBILITY? 
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A: I HAVE BEEN DISCUSSING WITH THE PARTIES, NOT ONLY IN- 
CLUDING THE ARAB PARTIES, BUT THE ISRAELIS AS WELL, GENERAL 
PRINCIPLES THAT MIGHT GOVERN A GENEVA CONFERENCE AND THUS 
OPERATE AS A FRAMEWORK. I FIND AGREEMENT AMONG THEM ON SOME 
OF THESE PRINCPLES. I FIND DIFFERENCES OF WORDING ON OTHERS 
AND ON ONE SUCH AS THE PALESTINIAN ENTITY I FIND A SHARP, 

ALMOST TOTAL, DIVISION. BUT I MUST SAY THAT I DO FIND SOME 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


AGREEMENT AND SOME AGREEMENT EXCEPT FOR LANGUAGE ON OTHERS. 
Q: MIGHT I JUST FOLLOW THAT, LET'S SUGGEST THAT YOU MAY HAVE 
DRAWN UP A UNITED STATES IDEA OF WHAT GENERAL PRINCIPLES MAY 
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BE FOR THEIR CONSIDERATION. HAVE YOU DONE SO? 

A: I HAVE DISCUSSED WITH THEM OUR SUGGESTIONS AS TO WHAT 
THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES MIGHT BE. 

Q: MR. SECRETARY, GETTING BACK TO THE PROXIMITY TALKS, ARE 
YOU SATISFIED THAT THE ISRAELIS... 

(VANCE- YOU KEEP CALLING THEM PROXIMITY TALKS...) 

Q: WELL, BECAUSE I REALIZE THE REASON YOU CHOOSE NOT TO... 

MR. SECRETARY, ARE YOU SATISFIED THAT DURING THESE PROXIMITY 
TALKS THE ISRAELIS WILL CONTINUE THEIR CONVERSATIONS WITH 
YOU EVEN THOUGH THE UNITED STATES AT THAT POINT MAY BE IN DIS- 
CUSSION WITH THE PLO? 

A: I HAVE CONSIDERED THAT. 

Q: HAVE YOU RECEIVED ASSURANCES FROM THE ISRAELIS THAT THEY 
WILL CONTINUE TALKS EVEN THOUGH THE U.S. MAY AT THAT TIME BE 
TALKING TO THE PLO? 

A: THAT SPECIFIC QUESTION HAS NOT BEEN RAISED BETWEEN THE 
ISRAELIS AND OURSELVES. THEY HAVE INDICATED THAT THEIR FOREIGN 
MINISTER WILL BE IN NEW YORK AT THAT TIME-I HOPE THAT HE WOULD 
MEET WITH ME. 

Q: DID YOU EXPECT TO MAKE MORE PROGRESS ON THIS TRIP, DO YOU 
REGRET NOT HAVING MADE MORE PROGRESS ON THIS TRIP? 

A: YOU'VE ASKED ME THAT SAME QUESTION BEFORE ON OTHER TRIPS. 

Q: IT'S STILL VALID. (SEVERAL VOICES INTERRUPT WAIT, WAIT, 

CAN WE GET A REPLY?) 

A: YOU WANT ME TO ANSWER IT. I'LL ANSWER HIS QUESTION. 

Q: THE ISRAELIES AGREE THAT TALKS IN NEW YORK SHOULD BE ABOUT 
SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS ALSO, NOT ONLY ABOUT PROCEDURAL MATTERS. 
A: LET ME ANSWER THAT ROY, AND I'LL COME BACK TO YOUR QUES- 
TION. YES, THEY CLEARLY SHOULD BE ABOUT SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS. 
NOW... 

Q: DO THE ISRAELIS AGREE TO THAT? 

A: YES. NOW, YOUR QUESTION, ROY, WAS DO I FEEL THAT I 
WOULD LIKE TO HAVE MADE MORE PROGRESS. THE ANSWER IS YES. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE MADE MORE PROGRESS. BUT I FEEL THAT THESE 
VISITS TO THE VARIOUS COUNTRIES HAVE BEEN USEFUL, EVEN THOUGH 
SHARP DIFFERENCES REMAIN BETWEEN THE PARTIES. 

Q: YOU SAY AMERICA IS NOT INITIATING ANY CHANGE IN 242? 

WOULD AMERICAN VETO ANY ATTEMPT TO EITHER CHANGE 242 OR 
BRING IN AN ADDENDUM TO 242? OR COULD A SITUATION ARRIVE 
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WHERE AMERICA WOULD SUPPORT MOVES TO CHANGE 242? 

A: LET ME SAY, I HOPE THERE WILL BE NO ATTEMPT TO AMEND 242 
AND WE WILL DISCOURAGE ANY ATTEMPT TO AMEND 242. 

Q: BUT WILL YOU VETO ANY ATTEMPT TO CHANGE 242? 

A: WHEN THE TIME COMES, WE'LL DEAL WITH THAT QUESTION. WE 
MIGHT. 

Q: EXCUSE ME, PERHAPS I MISUNDERSTAND, BUT I THOUGHT YOU 
HAD RATHER FLATLY NOT TOO LONG AGO, PERHAPS A DAY OR TWO 
AGO, THAT THE UNITED STATES AOOPOSES ANY CHANGE IN 242. 

A: WE DO. 

Q: WELL THEN WHY WOULD YOU SIMPLY DISCOURAGE IT? WHY 
WOULDN'T YOU SIMPLY STOP IT FROM HAPPENING? 

A: I HOPE THAT IT WILL NOT COME. AND I SAY I HOPE IT’LL 
NEVER EVEN COME TO THE U.N. 

Q: MR. SECRETARY, THESE FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCES, CAN'T 
THEY BE BRIDGED? AND IF YOU CANNOT GO TO A GENEVA CONFERENCE 
AND REALLY MAKE PROGRESS ON THE COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT WHICH 
YOU AND PRESIDENT CARTER HAVE SPOKEN ABOUT, DO YOU THINK THE 
AMERICAN TAXPAYERS AND CONGRESS WILL CONTINUE TO SUBSIDEZE 
WITH VERY LARGE SUMS THE ECONOMIES OF BOTH ISRAEL AND SEVERAL 
OF THE ARAB COUNTRIES, AND TO PROVIDE ARMAMENTS TO BOTH 
ISREAL AND AND SEVERAL OF THE ARAB COUNTRIES, KNOWING THE 
INEVITABLE FACT OF A LIKELY WAR AHEAD? 

A:. MR. OBERDORFER, OUR COMMITMENT TO THE SECURITY OF 

ISRAEL IS CLEAR AND UNEQUIVOCAL AND WE WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE 

TO ISRAEL WHAT IS NECESSARY TO PRESERVE ITS SECURITY. 

PRESS: THANK YOU MR. SECRETARY. 

A: THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 

VANCE 

UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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